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New business strives to keep people safe on the road

By Nate Smelle

Retired drive test examiners John Brundl and Connie Kot have decided to make Bancroft the home of their new business, Ontario
Drive Best Inc. According to Brundl, they started the company to assist drivers seeking to attain their driver'slicense (G class and
motorcycle). Although they primarily focus on helping seniors, new Canadians, and young drivers, he says anyone looking to
prepare for an upcoming road test can access the consultancy services Ontario Drive Best Inc. has to offer.?Thereis always room for
improvement, whatever age you are,? Brundl says.?People develop bad habits driving, so we are just trying to make people better
drivers.?Ultimately, Kot said the goal of Ontario Drive Best Inc. isto make Bancroft and surrounding communities a safer place to
drive. Having worked as a drive test examiner before and after the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic, Kot says there has been a
recognizable increase in the anxiety level of her clients. Helping their clients overcome this anxiety around driving is a huge part of
keeping people safe on the road, she says.?l've seen a big change in the amount of people that are nervous and alot of people don't
do well on atest as soon astheir anxiety kicksin and takes over,? Kot says. AWe want to put people through almost like a mock

test, and let them know [where they need to improve.? The anxiety that is with testing is phenomenal, and since COVID-19 the
anxiety and stress seems to have gone through the roof.?To mark the official launch of Ontario Drive Best Inc., Brundl and Kot are
hosting a free one-hour free session on Wednesday, March 22. The seminar will take place at the Bancroft Curling Club from 12:30
p.m. until 1:30 p.m., and snacks and refreshments will be provided for participants.Everyone is welcome to attend, however Kot says
the session will be geared towards seniors. Noting that drivers over the age of 67 in Ontario who are involved in amotor vehicle
accident may be required to pass a G road test, whether or not they are at fault, she said there will be an OPP officer at the event to
speak to the group from an enforcement perspective.Highlighting how affordable the consultations they offer are, Brundl says they
give road test applicants of all agestheir best chance at passing their test on their first attempt. The cost for a basic 30-minute
consultation is $60; while a40-minute mock G Test consultation is $80. Drivers may also book a three-hour group session for $80;
or a45-minute mock M2 test for $80. To book a consultation, or find out more about the services offered by Ontario Drive Best Inc.,
contact: 613-553-2378; or, info@ontariodrivebest.ca
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